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Background

1. Grave violations are being committed against children by armed actors in all
sectors of the UNMISS Area of Responsibility (AOR). The recruitment and use.
of children by armed groups is common and sexual violence against children,
predominantly but not only girls, is widespread.

2. Both national security forces and armed opposition groups in South Sudan have
been fisted by the UN Secretary General for consistently perpetrating grave
violations against children. For all parties, this includes recruiting and using
children in armed groups, abduction, killing and maiming children and sexual
violence against children.

3. The UN Security Council in Resolution 2406 directs UNMISS to protect
children under threat of physical violence and to monitor viclations agamst
thern. This isa whole of _m'i_'ss:ion..task, supported by Force. Ref'ereni:e A requires
the issue of Force Commander's direction on child protection (para 20.1). The
Mission Child Protection Unit based in Juba HQ and in field offices; is the
civilian substantive lead for child protéction, supported by Force. The Senior
Child Protection Advisor on mission is the principal interface and intermediary
between UNMISS and external partners on child protection concerns as well as
the lead adviser on mandate implementation in the mission. Within Force, a
network of Child Protection Focal Points as mandated in this directive, provides
a specialist supporting network and channel for information flow.

Alm



-4, This Directive mandates tasks and repomng torensure that FHQ, Sectms TCCs
ahd UNMOS corntribute tothe effectlve Pr otection of chlldren m the execution
of refel ences B and C SV

Securlty Councﬂ Chll_dlfen and Armed.-g Confl ct in South Sudan,'g--Report ef the

' Tasks :

5. Chﬂd pmtectlon is to be 111a1nst1 eamed 1nt0 the protectlon of cmhans mcludmg '_
eally warning and. preventlon and military actions should be mtegrated as :
: -'-111uch as posmble Wlth pohce and cwﬂ]an components of the mission. . '

6. ';Each mllltary membel of UNMISS regaldless of Lank ‘must be aware of 1he__31x |

glave ___olauons agamst chjldren o

i. At Force: HQ level, all CONPLANS must include effective steps to.
mitigate the risk of harny to children whether caused by Force or by
other actors. In general, intelligence-led planning must be based on-
analysis of the specific risks to children in different parts of the AOR.
PIa_nmng_of operational p_nm ities __an__d_force dls_p osition must take into
'con-si.déi‘.ati_on. these risks,



At sector and TCC level, all plans must be proactive in protecting
children, including plans for rapid response to emerging reports of
children being abducted or attacked. Planners must not wait for CPU
to request force protection for an activity but ensure CPU and FIQC
are integrated into setting military patrol priorities regarding
Children.

b. Act if an imminent or actual risk of death, serious harm or disappearance. of

C:

d.

achild is identified. The first duty of all members is to take imniediate action
to protect the child. This may include:

i. use of force in accordance with ROE to protect the child;

il. providing basic medical aid if asked or needed, in accordance with
Current UNMISS policies on providing medical assistance to
civilians;

iil. seeuring the area until CPU or a humanitarian organization canarrange
assistance for the child, if humanitarian assistance is needed or
requested.

iv. providing emergency transport to the child ih accordance with curtent
UNMISS policies on: provision of emergency transport.

Alert. After a member has taken any necessary immediate action to protect
the child, then the member must alert their chain of command aitd the
unit/sector Child Protection Focal Point. The urgericy of the situation will
determine whether this occurs as part of standard incident reporting process
or as a special report following the procedure in Annex B. For example, if
children are seen in the camp of an armed group or in a barracks, but do not
appear to be immediately at risk of violence, the patrol should ¢bserve and
then alert the unit/sector Child Protection Focal Point. Examples of early
warning indicators to be considered for alert reporting are in Annex C.

Protect. [essons learnt, inforin ation about early warning indicators aitd best
practices must be identified and collected on an ongoing basis. That
information must then be included into military tactics, techniques and
procedures to improve the overall task of protecting civilians, including
children. All members have a role to play,

Commanders and UNMOs are to reinforce international obligations to protect

children, especially from the six grave viclations, when conducting key

leadership and community engagement at all levels. When requested by the



CPU, Commanders and UNMOs should assist in- follow-up engagel-“ :
key leaders.and the commumty regardmg Vlolatlons that havealread occurred_ .

violations, but als arning indicators that
- 'Annex C) To dO'ﬂ’lIS NMOS on patlol must:"‘ '

L Eengages the Iocal populatlon con51stent1y W1th
I engagemem framewelk : L

a 1dent1fy 1nformat10n in dally reportm g that mdlcates that Vlolatm_________._

children are occurring, and analyse trends;-
b. identify the reportedpm‘pehat@lswhele possible;
¢. Maintain, with support from the Military Gender and Protection Advisor

(MGPA) an ongoing analysis of the prevailing threats against children in the
AOR;



d. Publish a standing risk analysis with respect to grave violations against
children in the AOR, which is to be available to all military personnel online
oh an appropriate forum.

13. U/G3 staff are to ensure Force personnel are positioned and tasked to monitor risks
to children, which may be different between boys and girls.

a. At Sector and TCC level, (33 staff are to route an adequa‘te number of patrols
near concentration areas of children such as schools and hospitals, including,
at'titnes when children are at heightened risk, such as dusk as they return-or,
for girls, when they are collecting supplies for the household. Patrol
planning is also to include events at which children could be expected to
congreégate. For example, while it is not a Force task to organize the
distribution of humanitarian assistance, this activity could attract children.
Staff officers should consider this when planning the times and locations of
patrols in the area.

b. At Force HQ, U3 Staff are to be prepared to coordinate operational
responses to a crisis inyolving children. In addition, the MOC Duty Officer
must be prepared to feceive, forward and respond to reports of violations.
against children (see Annex B).

¢. At Sector, TCC and Force level, staff are 1o assess the potential risks of
UNMISS operations for children, including the likelihood that children:

i. may be harmed directly;

ii. may unwittingly be taken into detention, eg, if an adolescent is like an
adult and is detained by UNMISS, or misidentified as associated with
an armed group if they carry weapons for tribal reasons such as cattle-
keeping;

jii. may become panicked and lost/separated from their caregivers (and

therefore at greater risk of harm);
iv. may actively seek protection from UNMISS;
v. may seek to oppose UNMISS activities, eg, by throwing

stones; or



i may. be forced to or choose to participate ifi acts

18.  Allincidents involving actual oF suspected vmlatlons against children-ar
~reparted: m__accordance with Amex: B

Momtormg and Comphance

19, Child Protection Focal Points are to be appomted in FHQ and inall sector and
Unit headquarters.-Commanders must.ensure Child Protection Focal Points are’
able to complete their responsibilities in this directive, whether or not they are
also assigned otherduties.



20.

21.

22.

Child Protection Focal Points.are responsible for ensuring that this directive is
complied with by all military personnel in their unit or HQ, and for passing
information promptly in accordance with Annex B. A statement of
responsibilities is in Annex D.

FHQ. The MGPA is the FHQ Child Protection Focal Point and is responsible
for ensuring that information is communicated to the CPU promptly, including
all reports of grave violations against children. The MGPA will also keep the

FC and DFC informed, as appropriate to the circumstances, and will lead the

mainstreaming of child protection under this directive throughout FHQ.

Sector and Unit Child Protection Focal Points. Every sector HQ, and formed

unit, is to identify an individual 1o be the Child Protection Focal Point within

one week of beginning their contingent rotation or following a vacancy. Where

a Gender and Protection Advisor is posted to the headquarters, that person shall
be the Child Protection Focal Point.

23. The Child Protection Focal Point and their email, Tetra and celiphone details are

to be emailed promptly to the FHQ MGPA (unmiss-fhq-genad(@un.org).

Training

24,

Induction and continuation training are critical in maintaining child protection
standards in UNMISS.

a. Induction. Each incoming military niember or formed contingent must be
briefed on child protection genetally, and on this directive, during their
induction. U7 Staff will develop the training material, in coordination with
the MGPA and Mission CPU, and monitor its effectiveness through regular
reviews and knowledge spot checks of key personnel in all locations.
MGPA will deliver the induction training during the weekly UNH
Induction Training program; contingents conducting their own training will
be responsible for including the U7 approved brief. Force members who are
identified as Child Pretection Focal Points are to contact the Force MGPA
regarding training needs for that role.

b. Continuation. Training. G/U7 is to enable unit and sector Child Protection
Focal Points train their own units on a continuing basis. All sector and unit
focal points are to maintain situational awareness of the UNMISS approach
to child protection. They are also to conduct quarterly seminars with
command per-s.o_nne_i and prov.ide remedial training where U7 spot checks
(see preceding paragraph) identify deficiencies. As a minimum,
continuation training must include the six grave violations, Plan-Act-Alert-
Protect and the reporting structure in this directive.




Eyaluation.

25. The Mdltary Gender andf'fProtectlon Adwsm .;-11r1 con]unctlon w1th

"z"tectlon Adwsor Wﬂl teview this

in January Ptoposed amendments ‘are to be forwarded to unmlss—ﬂ_l’ I-

genad@uri.org:

genad@un org o later

commandels are to acknowledge 1ece1pt to ummss—" ]

SeCtOr -H'S{_'

For Information:
SRSG
Mission Child Protection Adviser




ANNEX A

FC DIRECTIVE CP/01/2019

KEY DEFINITIONS AND LEGAL PRINCIPLES
Definitions

I. Definition of a Child. A child is anyone under the age of 18. In cases of doubt, or if
a person ¢laims to be below 18, he or she should be given:all of the special protection
due to children until advised otherwise by the civilian UNMISS Child Protection Unit:

2' Six Grave Violations against Children. The UN Security Council's universally
recognized six grave violations against children in armed conflict are:

a. Killing and maiming of children.

b. Recruitment and/or use of childten by armed groups. This includes but is not
limited to child soldiers; both girls and boys may be used by armed forces
and groups in many suppoiting roles, including as 'wives' for soldiers.

perters, messengers, cooks ete,
¢. Rape and other forms of sexual violence agai-nst-childi'ch.
d. Abduction of children,
e. Attacks against schools and/or Hospitals.
f. Denial of humanitarian access to children.
Legal Principles

3. This summary of legal principles is a set of legal references to guide UNMISS
military personnel when implementing this Directive. Any question or ambiguity
must be referred to'the Force LEGAD in the first instance.

4. Core Principles.

Further to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), all persennel must

observe these principles when planning and conducting operations that affect children.

a. Best interest of the child, The best interest of children must always be the
primary concerni in making decisions that may affect them (article 3, CRC).




may endangel the chlld"s." hrte and: that of then famlly and should}be deed?-

at all costs by UNMISS ~militaty persormel

d. Right-To ﬁeedom h‘om distri 1m1nat10n A]l children benefit ﬁom the satrie:
- rights and obhgatlons No child may- be discriminated: agamst beca
his/her status eg, as a child soldier, race, religion, abilities, langua_ [

(article 2, CRC)

1hreat from the Id;. Pr ons ¢
UNMISS ROF-«~«2014 must be f@llowed







T i Doubt, Cport an# of -the Six Grave Vislations

Plap—- _lat-mdcrs!CONPLAN dg Yhave? Alext —Followtliis flow chirt
At~ What do fnegd lu 46 now: to pmtact ch]idren" Protégt~ I'hmk ahuul hfe safety, ancl J"fcedmn

: -Support unit.in tnl\mg

.dlspalchecl)

.ﬁthDIl 111 I'CSprﬂ‘i "'B_g

- Iniform wiit Child Protection Focal

imwiediate:action (within.one-hour):

ht Draft. 111c_1dent report ag required by |

Poitit-and commandér-for

Consmm prcservmg
sceng/evidenceuntil ©
arrivalof LPU_fUNPQl._ T

umt:_ _OP : opy to- Chlld Protection

Information copy to FHQ MGPA

" hifotmy CoC Le,,ad
PI1O; A3/5as.
necessary uent
- investization
Do Bonot
| Reportany grave. \flolatton Turmn anyone away
Take énaugh detail to report, but protect privacy Interview childeen 6r use inforination provided: by

ohildeen for. mlh‘mry intelligence purposes

Provide pritection iflasked or needed .Sep‘trafe children fron parents
Provide medical aid. if asked orneeded Place childres 4t risk 6F. harm







ar: to ether vuinerable sections of population may mclude

a. Presence of children in areas.controlled by-armeéd groups, where children:
‘are used for different purposes. .

b. Presenceofelders and-children only may indicate that armed groups have
taken (abducted/recruited) the middle age set.

c. Ratio of Gender in a village (how many men and women, boys and gitls, as
a proportion)

d. ‘Where schools are operational or are used for military purposes.

e. ‘Whether trade activities (markets, shaps) are occurring alongside the

roads, and Whether chtldren are. V|51ble in these pub[:c trade: actwttles.:

.glr[s ho longer wa_ikmg to schoot







\ Make contact lmmedlate[y on. belng appomted with' the Force Mihtar\/
Gender and Protection Advisor {unmiss-fho-genad@un: org) '

b. Maintain current Child Protection Contact list .for..the.S_ecto_r[.U'n__i_'t. which’

includes Tetra and Telephone contact numbers for the Séctor Child
Protection Unit, the Military Gender and Protectton Advisor and the
UNMISS MOC: Duty Officer.. '

C.. Understand and amplement reporting reqmrements and t:mehnes in thls B _' '

-directive,

d. Maintain situational awareness of the UNMESS approach to child

protectlon as set out |n references te thls directwe







